


Lost innocence: From the artist’s view onto nature

Human beings had always responded with fear and
horror to the natural violence of ice, until the cult of the
sublime emerged in the pre-Romantic period. Painters
brought the ice of the glaciers to aristocratic salons,
and ladies were taken to the feet of glaciers in sedan
chairs where they could tremble and faint with excitement.

200 long years have passed since those days.
Unfortunately we still feel fear and horror, albeit of a
completely different kind: The world’s glaciers, the Arctic
sea’s ice, the massive ice of Greenland are melting, and
with them the planet’s main reserves of fresh water are
disappearing. What once amazed and overwhelmed us
with its wild grandeur is now threatened by man-made
destruction. What Denis Diderot called the sublime, a
vertigo which reaches “across the threshold”, was a
product of the Enlightenment; many artists have been
researchers and explorers. Science and progress have
led us to a truly blind level of exploitation.

For the exhibition EL MUNDO DEL HIELO (The world
of ice), the mountain climber, Polar explorer and museum
curator REINHOLD MESSNER invited contributions from
nine contemporary artists whose work approaches the
world of ice from very different angles.

This exhibition was made possible thanks to the
sponsorship of Leitner Technologies (South Tyrol, Italy)
and Aramoén Montafas de Aragon (Zaragoza, Spain),
who after the resounding success of Reinhold Messner’s
exhibition “Yeti, Mount & Mystery” in Hanover’s Expo
2000, decided to organize an exhibition of contemporary
art with Messner for Expo Zaragoza 2008.
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Thaw, 2001. Vide installation; 3 channels, 3 screens. DVD, 14 min.
Courtesy: 303 Gallery, New York. Galerie Eva Presenhuber, Zurich.

In his video installation, “Thaw”, DOUG AITKEN presents
a series of micro- and macroscopic images of melting
glaciers in Alaska. They are presented as part of an
organic system in constant flux, with their own visual
and acoustic pace.

Doug Aitken, 1968 born in Redondo
Beach, California/USA. Lives and
works in Los Angeles
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True North, 2004. Triple screen projection, 14 mins., black & white /colour,
16 mm, DVD transfer, sound. Courtesy: Collection Helga de Alvear, Madrid.

ISAAC JULIEN was inspired by the biography of the
African-american Polar explorer Matthew Henson (1912)
for his work “True north”, the first part of a trilogy of
audio-visual installations in which Julien expresses the
influence of geographic origin on human beings, and
the meaning of the physical and spiritual journey.

Isaac Julien, 1960 born in
London/GB. Lives and works
in London.
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The Glacier Mill Series, 2007. 36 C-Prints, image size: 34,6 x 53,7 (framed),

overall dimension 253,4 x 352,2 cm. Courtesy: Lars Miller, Baden/CH.

The River Raft Series, 2000. 42 C-Prints, image size 32 x 42 cm. (framed), overall

size 252 x 352 cm. Courtesy: Fundacion Helga de Alvear, Caceres/E.

OLAFUR ELIASSON has been able to capture the

sublime with visual technology, enabling him to create
“total ecstasy” among the audience. He is represented
by two series of “c-prints”. “The glacier mill series” and
“The river raft series” are the result of his regional surveys

to create an inventory of his home country, Iceland.

Olafur Eliasson, 1967 born in
Copenhagen/DK. Lives and works
in Copenhagen and Berlin.
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3 Paisajes Nevados: Quadro mondado, 2008. Peeled canvas over stretcher and
frame, 380 x 148 cm. Paisaje con hielo, 2008, Printed canvas over stretcher, frame
and cooling device, 163 x 227 cm. Paisaje uniformado 12, 2008, (Walter Moras,
Winter Landscape). Printed canvas over stretcher and frame 217 x 147 cm.

MATEO MATE, in his triptych “Paisajes nevados”,
(Snowy landscapes) manipulates three landscape
paintings, investigating the myths and metaphors we

have (over) loaded onto peaks, ice and snow.

Mateo Maté, 1964 born
in Madrid/E. Lives and
works in Madrid.
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Brain Heart Lungs, 2000, Wall painting, 500 x 900 cm.
Courtesy: Hamish Fulton, Broadoak, Canterbury/UK

HAMISH FULTON is the only artist to have climbed an
8000m peak for his art. In the mural BRAIN HEART
LUNGS he expresses his experiences on Cho Oyu

exactly.

Hamish Fulton, 1946 born in
London/UK. Lives and works in
Canterbury and ,,on the road”.



